Belmont Chapel Home Group Notes Spring Term 2020
The Bible Course: Introducing the Bible
Notes for w/b 2nd Feb  
The Study Leaders’ Own Bible Study for this session is on Sunday 2nd February at 6.45pm. You are warmly encouraged to attend.  SLOBS is a great chance to prepare together, to discuss possible approaches to the questions, anticipate any challenging aspects of the study, and to pray for the session with others who’ll also be leading their groups.  

The Bible Course is an 8 session series helping us to understand the big picture of the bible storyline.  The sessions are supported by videos and with a workbook for each person.  The videos are available via the resources link in ‘Mychurchsuite’ or at belmontchapel.org.uk/resources.  There are also USB sticks with the full set of videos, or there are DVDs available.  If you need a USB stick or a DVD you can collect these at the SLOBS sessions. 

These notes are a leader’s supplement to workbook.  Each session is made up of a video section (15-20 mins), a discussion time, a second video section, and then a short time for personal reflection.  Following this format and the suggested questions will be a good base for a home group evening.  However you might want to focus on a particular question, passage or idea, and to make more time for this in the evening, it could be helpful to ask people to watch the video in preparation and come with comments, questions and reflections.  To support the sessions there are daily readings suggested for the week following each session.  These six readings pick out some the key passages which form the basis of the following session. Page 7 of the workbook gives some ideas about how to use the readings. 
The outline below is one approach to the topic of the session. It picks up the theme of creation, fall and rescue. 

Way In

Share some of your joys and frustrations of your regular weekly activities.  What are the highlights? And ‘low-lights’?
The Big Idea
Genesis is the first book of the Bible.  As an ancient text, it still provides the best explanation of all the beauty and tragedy in our world.
Read Genesis 1:26 – 28. 

These verses describes the creation of people as the pinnacle of God’s creative work.  Humanity is given work to do as part of their purpose.  Not many of us are farmers, or fishers so what does the commission in v28 mean for us in our routines and work?  

Read Genesis 3: 1-19
In Romans 5, Paul describes sin and death entering the world through Adam.  How does Genesis 3 describe what this sin is?  What is the impact of sin, especially in regard to the command in Genesis 1:28?
What does God do and say in response to the disobedience of Adam and Eve?  
We are created in the image of God, but that has been distorted by sin.  God continues to love his creation and takes steps, through his creation, to fulfil his original purpose.   

Colossians 1:19 – 23 summarises this reconciliation as having taken place through Jesus’ death on the cross and his resurrection.  This restores our God given purpose.  What difference does this make to our actions and choices in our daily activities? 
This Week

In two, share some of your regular activities.  Pray for each other, that God would enable us to see, liberated from the judgement of sin, his work in our work.    
The Daily Bible Readings in the course book will give a good overview of the bible story.  Some groups are using a Whatsapp group to comment together as they read.  Perhaps you could weave this in with other reading plans.  There is a Whole Life Whole Bible reading plan from LICC on the Bible.com / Youversion bible app.  This 50-day reading plan walks you through the story of the whole Bible, and helps you reflect on how it shapes your whole life – at home, at work, in the neighbourhood. The bite-size readings and real-life application questions help illuminate God’s plan to renew all areas of life. 
