Belmont Chapel Home Group Notes Spring Term 2020
The Bible Course: Introducing the Bible
Notes for w/b 16th Feb  
The Study Leaders’ Own Bible Study for this session is on Sunday 23rd February at 6.45pm. You are warmly encouraged to attend.  SLOBS is a great chance to prepare together, to discuss possible approaches to the questions, anticipate any challenging aspects of the study, and to pray for the session with others who’ll also be leading their groups.  

The Bible Course is an 8 session series helping us to understand the big picture of the bible storyline.  The sessions are supported by videos and with a workbook for each person.  The videos are available via the resources link in ‘Mychurchsuite’ or at belmontchapel.org.uk/resources.  There are also USB sticks with the full set of videos, or there are DVDs available.  If you need a USB stick or a DVD you can collect these at the SLOBS sessions. 

These notes are a leader’s supplement to the workbook.  Each session is made up of a video section (15-20 mins), a discussion time, a second video section, and then a short time for personal reflection.  Following this format and the suggested questions will be a good base for a home group evening.  However you might want to focus on a particular question, passage or idea, and to make more time for this in the evening, it could be helpful to ask people to watch the video in preparation and come with comments, questions and reflections.  To support the sessions there are daily readings suggested for the week following each session.  These six readings pick out some the key passages which form the basis of the following session. Page 7 of the workbook gives some ideas about how to use the readings. The outline below provides a study on one aspect of tonight’s theme
Way In 
Which national leader / figure (current or past) would you like to spend an hour with, and what would you like to ask them?
The Big Idea
God raised up judges and kings to lead Israel.  They were anointed with the Holy Spirit and foreshadowed the coming Messiah.  
Isaiah 44:1-12,    The Servant King 
The Bible Course material covers a large section of the bible with a focus on the people who lead the people of Israel.  In Isaiah, the Lord speaks about a coming king and how he will lead his people.  

Read Isaiah 44:1-12 and note the characteristics of the king, and the impact of his rule.  Christians are in the kingdom of God, ruled and led by this king.  

e.g. God’s provision for our needs – physical and spiritual (v3,4).  God’s uniqueness (v6),
In what ways do these characteristics and actions encourage and challenge is to our circumstances as we live under the leadership of Jesus the King? 
e.g. Ask God for his provision in all circumstances, thank him for his generosity, trust his word in which he keeps his promises. 
This Week

Choose one situation, relationship, activity which is a routine part of your life and pray daily for Jesus to be king in that moment.  
Close by praying the prayer of the King for life in his kingdom, Matthew 6 : 9 – 13
The Daily Bible Readings in the course book will give a good overview of the bible story.  Some groups are using a Whatsapp group to comment together as they read.  Perhaps you could weave this in with other reading plans.  There is a Whole Life Whole Bible reading plan from LICC on the Bible.com / Youversion bible app.  This 50-day reading plan walks you through the story of the whole Bible, and helps you reflect on how it shapes your whole life – at home, at work, in the neighbourhood. The bite-size readings and real-life application questions help illuminate God’s plan to renew all areas of life. 
